Executive Summary
educational system. For example, the "practice school" model could be extended to include materials processing and manufacturing education.
® Advanced materials technology often eclipses the experience and knowledge base of practicing design engineers and manufacturing engineers. Continuing education programs for experienced practitioners could be an effective mechanism for bringing them up to date, providing a necessary knowledge base and expert tutelage. As a result, experienced professionals would be able to re-synthesize their conventional designs in line with useful new paradigms.
9 Technical personnel without degrees perform many crucial tasks throughout engineering and manufacturing. Their experience base is derived largely from learning successful procedures. Thus, practice-oriented training programs in areas involving advanced materials could extend their experience base. This approach could significantly reduce the number of problems associated with the introduction of new materials. Such a strategy might take advantage of programs offered by various technical societies.
ALL SECTORS WORKING TOGETHER
*       Development     of     materials     standards,     including international   standards,   is   an   essential   aspect   of   building   the infrastructure needed to support the commercialization of advanced materials.     A  federal agency,  such  as  the  National  Institute of Standards and Technology, could establish a forum to develop the standards through timely, active participation by industry and other interested parties.
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